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Q1

How long does basement waterproofing take?

Basement waterproofing typically takes 3-7 days for most Ottawa homes, depending on the method used

and the extent of water issues. The timeline varies significantly based on whether you're doing interior

waterproofing, exterior excavation, or a combination approach.

Interior waterproofing systems are the fastest option, usually completed in 2-3 days for an average Ottawa

basement. This involves installing a perimeter drain system, sump pump, and vapor barrier along the foundation

walls. The work can be done year-round and doesn't require exterior excavation, making it popular for Ottawa's

harsh winters when exterior work isn't feasible.

Exterior waterproofing takes considerably longer - typically 5-7 days for a standard home. This involves

excavating around the foundation perimeter, applying waterproof membrane, installing weeping tile, and backfilling.

In Ottawa, this work is best scheduled between April and October due to frost line concerns and the difficulty of

excavating frozen ground. The process also depends on access around your home and whether utilities need to be

relocated.

Ottawa's clay soil conditions can extend timelines, as clay doesn't drain well and may require additional

measures like proper grading or extended drainage systems. Many Ottawa homes built before 1960 lack proper

foundation drainage, which can complicate the waterproofing process and add 1-2 days to the project.

Weather significantly impacts scheduling in our climate. Heavy spring rains or early winter freezing can delay

exterior work, while interior systems can proceed regardless of conditions. Most waterproofing contractors in

Ottawa book 2-4 weeks out during peak season (spring and early summer) when homeowners discover winter

water damage.

Professional assessment is crucial before starting any waterproofing project. What appears to be a simple

moisture issue might require structural repairs or extensive drainage work, which can extend the timeline to 2-3

weeks. Licensed contractors will also need to coordinate with the city for any excavation permits near property

lines.

For complex situations involving foundation repairs, multiple water entry points, or coordination with basement

renovations, the timeline can extend to 2-3 weeks. If you're planning basement finishing work, waterproofing should

be completed first and allowed to cure properly before proceeding with framing and drywall.

Q2
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How long does it take to install egress windows?

Installing egress windows typically takes 1-2 days per window for a professional installation, though the

timeline can extend to 3-5 days depending on your basement's specific conditions and any complications

that arise.

The actual window installation is just one part of the process. Day one usually involves cutting through the

foundation wall, which requires specialized concrete cutting equipment and proper dust containment. This is the

most time-consuming and messy part of the job. For poured concrete foundations common in Ottawa homes built

after 1960, cutting typically takes 4-6 hours per opening. Older stone or block foundations may take longer and

require more careful handling.

Day two focuses on installing the window well, waterproofing, and fitting the actual window unit. This includes

excavating outside the foundation, installing proper drainage (crucial in Ottawa's clay soil), applying waterproof

membrane, and ensuring the window well meets Ontario Building Code requirements for size and drainage. The

window itself usually goes in relatively quickly once the opening is properly prepared.

Weather can significantly impact timelines in Ottawa's climate. Rain delays are common since the foundation

opening needs to stay dry during installation. Most contractors avoid egress window installation between December

and March due to frozen ground conditions and the difficulty of exterior excavation. The best installation season

runs from April through November.

Several factors can extend the timeline beyond the typical 1-2 days. Homes with finished basement walls

require additional time for drywall removal and restoration. Discovering unexpected utilities in the wall (common in

older Ottawa homes) can add a day for rerouting. Clay soil conditions, prevalent throughout Ottawa, may require

additional excavation time and specialized drainage solutions.

Permit processing adds to the overall project timeline but doesn't affect the actual installation days. City of

Ottawa building permits for egress windows typically take 10-15 business days to process. The installation can't

begin until permits are approved, so factor this into your planning.

Professional installation is strongly recommended for egress windows due to structural, waterproofing, and

safety requirements. This isn't a DIY project - cutting foundation walls requires expertise to avoid compromising

structural integrity, and improper waterproofing can lead to serious basement flooding issues.

For a free assessment of your specific egress window needs and timeline, contact Ottawa Basements. We'll

evaluate your foundation type, soil conditions, and any potential complications to provide an accurate timeline for

your project.
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Q3

We had a minor flood 5 years ago - what precautions should we take when
finishing the renovation now?

After a previous flood, the most critical step is ensuring complete moisture remediation and implementing

proper waterproofing measures before any finishing work begins. Even five years later, hidden moisture or

mold issues could compromise your new renovation if not properly addressed first.

Moisture and Mold Assessment Start with a professional moisture assessment using specialized meters to check

moisture levels in concrete, framing, and subfloor materials. Even if everything appears dry, moisture can hide in

concrete slabs, behind vapor barriers, or within wall cavities. In Ottawa's climate, basements naturally have higher

humidity, and previous water intrusion creates ongoing risk. Consider hiring a certified mold inspector if you notice

any musty odors, discoloration, or if family members have experienced unexplained respiratory issues since the

flood.

Any drywall, insulation, or flooring that was water-damaged should be completely removed and replaced, even if it

appears fine now. Water-damaged materials can harbor mold spores that become active when conditions are right.

Wood framing that was soaked should be treated with antimicrobial solutions and thoroughly dried before

enclosing.

Waterproofing and Drainage Improvements Address the root cause of the original flooding before finishing. This

might involve exterior waterproofing, improving foundation drainage, installing or upgrading your sump pump

system, or adding interior drainage solutions. In Ottawa, many older homes have clay tile drainage systems that

can fail or become blocked. Consider upgrading to modern weeping tile systems with proper connections to your

sump pit.

Install a backup sump pump system with battery backup - Ottawa's spring melt and summer storms can cause

power outages during peak flooding risk. Ensure your discharge lines are properly directed away from the

foundation and won't freeze during winter months.

Flood-Resistant Materials and Design Choose materials that can handle future moisture exposure. Use closed-

cell spray foam insulation instead of fiberglass batts, install luxury vinyl plank or polished concrete flooring instead

of carpet or laminate, and consider moisture-resistant drywall in high-risk areas. Install electrical outlets and panels

at least 18 inches above the floor level to meet Ontario Electrical Code requirements and reduce flood damage risk.

Plan your mechanical systems (furnace, electrical panel, water heater) to be elevated above potential flood levels. If

they're currently floor-mounted, consider platforms or relocating to upper levels during the renovation.
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Professional Guidance and Permits Given the flood history, involve professionals early in the planning process. A

structural engineer should assess any foundation concerns, and you'll need proper permits through the City of

Ottawa for electrical, plumbing, and structural work. The building inspector will want to see proper moisture

management strategies, especially if you're creating living space.

For a comprehensive assessment of your specific situation and flood-resistant renovation strategies, Ottawa

Basements offers free consultations that include moisture evaluation and waterproofing recommendations as part

of our basement finishing process.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Basements. It does not constitute professional

advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any construction or

renovation project. Information is current as of March 1, 2026 and may change. Visit ottawabasements.com for the latest

answers.
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